
The New Waters Podcast Discussion Sheet 

S1. BONUS EPISODE | Church + Culture: Are We Sinking or Swimming? 

A"er finishing the recording of the final episode of Season 1, we felt like we needed to 
kick off the podcast a li:le bit be:er and frame the season more effec=vely. So we went 
back and recorded a totally new episode. This bonus episode is a mash-up of what was 
originally intended to be Episode 1 and some other side conversa=ons that the group had 
while the mics were rolling. Because of that, the sound quality is a li:le inconsistent at 
=mes, but the conversa=on is well worth a listen. 

The themes of this bonus episode revolve around how the church engages with culture. 
What are some best prac=ces when it comes to the church’s role in culture? Where has 
the church been most effec=ve throughout our history? What did Jesus seem to 
recommend? Whether it’s hope-filled op=mism or fear-driven hiding out un=l Jesus 
comes again, every church has to choose how to engage with the culture we find 
ourselves in. Listen in and con=nue the conversa=on in your own circle. 

Full episode available at newventurescanada.com/newwaterspodcast Plus, be sure to 
tune in as we prepare to launch Season 2 this October! 
 

Ideas for Discussion 

What might be some words that you would choose to describe our cultural moment as 
the church in North America. Or, are there any words that the par=cipants used that you 
find yourself agreeing with (Dom - fluid, Nathan - hopeful, Vijay - fast, Lee - fragmented, 
Joanne - individualist, Josh - contesta=on)? 

What are you most afraid of when it comes to church engagement with culture? Where 
do you think your fear lies or what is it driven by? 

Josh brings up the point that though we may assume that we carry a “pure” or “biblical” 
version of Chris=anity, even that version comes with some contextual baggage. What do 
you think are some techniques or habits that we must develop in order to remain aware 
of our own contextual lenses?  

Lee shares the story of one of his students who says, “I’ve always lived in a culture where 
church has always been on the margins. The friends I grew up with didn’t know anything 
about Jesus. That’s all I know.” Is this your experience? What space did the church hold 
on the cultural landscape as you grew up? 



Where do you find hope for the church? What are some hopeful stories that you can 
bring to the table in terms of the church engaging culture today?


